for two years. It suggests that the reparations be henceforth
paid in dollars and sterling, which it would be difficult for
Rumania to-obtain, and, moreover, when the U.S.S.R., too,
does not think this expedient, and both countries, the Soviet
Union and Rumania, are satisfied with the existing system
of reparation payments in kind, Yet the Australian delega-
tion would, by its uninvited interference, spoil the relations
which have been established belween Rumania- and the So-
viet Union. It suggests upsetting and throwing overboard the
Soviet-Rumanian agreement which already exists. This can
only be to the advantage of those who wish to spoil rela-
tions between the Soviet Union and Rumania.
But, gentlemen of the Australian delegation, you should
know that both the Soviet people and the people of Ruma-
nia, as represented by her' broad democratic circles, are de-
sirous not only not to spoil their existing friendly relations,
but to develop them further to the benefit of both coun-
tries. And is this not in. the intere'st of all democratic coun-
tries? But your proposals would result only in undermining
the friendship between Rumania and the Soviet Union, in
spoiling the friendly relations which have been established
between Rumania and the Soviet Union. I do not think that
Australia or the Australian people are interested in that. 1
do not think that the Australian delegation, when it realizes
where its proposals would lead, will uphold these proposals,
which are wrong and harmful.
You are aware that the Australian delegation proposes that
the Conference should not itself decide what amount of rep-
arations is to be fixed for Rumania, but that it should re-
fer this question to a commission of representatives of sev-
eral state's, which is to argue and discuss this question for
six months. It is perfectly clear, however, that if such a pro-
posal were accepted it would deal a severe blow to 'thr
cause of peace in Europe.
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